
Rube Goldberg Rubric 

Category 20 points 19 – 11 points 10 – 1 points 0 points 

Simple 

Machine 

Uses 5 simple 

machines   

Uses 4 – 3  

simple machines 

Uses 2 simple 

machines 

Has 1 or less 

simple machines 

Time Completes 

course within 1 

minute 

Completes 

course 0 – 30 

seconds over 1 

minutes 

Completes course 

30 - 59 seconds 

over 1 minutes 

Completes 

course in 2 or 

more minutes 

Materials Machine uses no 

hazardous 

materials 

Machine 

contains 1 to 2 

hazardous 

materials 

Machine contains 

3 – 4 hazardous 

materials 

Machine 

contains more 

than 4 

hazardous 

materials 

Starting 

Point 

Starting point 

clearly labeled & 

simple machines 

run continuously  

Starting point 

clearly labeled 

& simple 

machines run 

with 1 or 2 stalls 

Starting point 

clearly labeled & 

simple machines 

run with 3 or more 

stalls 

Starting point 

does not run the 

machine 

Size Machine meets 

size requirements 

Machine is over 

½ “- 1” size 

requirements 

Machine is over 1” 

– 2“ size 

requirements 

Machine is more 

than 2” over size 

requirements 

Total: 

 

 

 

 


